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Drury Lane Theatre there were skylights; these, however, were so slight that in times of heavy rains the frequenters of the pit were wetted through. On June ist, 1664, Pepys wrote: " Before the play was done it fell such a storm of hail, that we in the middle of the pit were fain to rise, and all the house in a disorder." When plays were acted at Court, the performances took place at night, probably because the actors were then free after acting at the theatres.
The people were great playgoers in those days, and when a piece caught the public taste the theatres were even more crowded than they are now. When Etherege's " She Would if she Could " was first acted, one thousand persons were turned away because there was no room in the pit an hour before the performance commenced (February 6th, 1667-68). There was no booking of seats then, but the frequenters hit upon a clever expedient for saving themselves from a long wait. " To the Duke of York's playhouse at a little past twelve to get a good place in the pit for the new play, and there setting a poor man to keep my place, I out and spent an hour at Martin's my bookseller's, and so back again, when I find the house quite full. But I had my place."
The King's Company under Killigrew first performed at the "Red Bull," Clerkenwell, and on November 8th, 1660, removed to Gibbons's Tennis Court in Bear Yard, which was entered from Vere Street, Clare Market (vol. i., p. 288). Here the Company remained till 1663, when they removed to Drury Lane Theatre, which had been built for their reception, and was opened on May yth. This house is styled by Pepys either the Theatre or the King's Playhouse.
The Duke's Company, under Sir William Davenant, first performed at the Cockpit, Drury Lane. They began to play at Salisbury Court Theatre on November i3th, 1660, went to the Apothecaries' Hall, Blackfriars, in January, 1661, and then removed to the theatre in Portugal Row, Lincoln's Inn Fields, in June, 1661. This date we obtain from Pepys, who visited the new house on July 2nd, being the fourth day of the performance (see vol. ii., p. 62). Downes gives the date of opening as in the spring of 1662. The theatre was built on the site of Lisle's Tennis Court, and the principal entrance was in Portugal Street It is A startistake, and that Pepys really went to the "Cock" infor our perusal.
